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Articles

[Special Contribution]

Disaster Culture: Fixing our eyes to the future ~ Thoughts from

the study tour to the tsunami-stricken areas

Advisor to the Association of Research on Disaster Culture SAITO Tokumi

[Research Articles]

Learning about Disaster Culture in Social Studies and Geography

Through the Flood Damage in Nagoya
KUNIHARA Koichiro

Education for Disaster Preparedness Based on Lessons Learned

from the Okawa Elementary School Incident
TOKUMIZU Hiroshi

[Research Notes]

Current Situation and Issues at the Visitor Centers in Sanriku
Fukko (Reconstruction) National Park

- Toward dispatch of the disaster information to visitors -
SASAKI Satoshi and YAHATA Naoki

Recovery Process of Schools in the Great East Japan Earthquake
KIKUCHI Yoshihiro
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Learning about Disaster Culture in Social Studies and Geography
through the Flood Damage in Nagoya

KUNIHARA Koichiro

Keywords: disaster culture, handling and creation, past flood damage, social studies, geography

Abstract

This paper presents a few important points regarding learning about flood damage in a specific area. Research will
be carried out on the treatment of the topic of protection against disasters in social studies and geography curricula
in Japanese elementary schools, junior high schools, and high schools. Disaster culture had not been included in
Japanese school courses because of restrictions in the national curriculum; lesson plans were developed when
disaster culture was introduced in the new national curriculum. It is important to both record and share experience of
damage; this is one of the roles of disaster prevention education. Examples of damage could be that resulting from
typhoons or local heavy rain; I want to help students understand restoration and rehabilitation processes. People’s
behavior when considering taking refuge at the time of a disaster is related to the culture of the area. I look at the
location and the details of previous disasters. It is important to tell future generations about past events, but we must
turn our attention also to creating a new culture by learning lessons from the past. Efforts toward creating a new
culture will be met with friction and opposition. Further, there will be expenses for construction, such as shoring
up embankments, building reservoirs, and restoring rivers. It is important for students to think and plan, taking into
account several different opinions, to see how disaster prevention can be implemented in a given environment. |
want to pick out certain points to debate upon, using minutes from city council meetings and various other materials
and allow students to do group work. I want to get students to think about ways to make an area strong against a
potential disaster. A community is composed of different natural and social aspects, and the residents act according
to both their own opinions and the information provided from inside and outside of the community. In the process
of restoration and reconstruction, the area may undergo changes in terms of both natural and social aspects, and
the opinions and behavior of the residents may also change. Culture in a new community can be both inherited and
created; it must include the wisdom and lessons learned from previous disasters. This requires continuous awareness
and actions to prevent temporary problems. In geography education, it is easy to spot a region on a map. However,
globalization is progressing because of developments in traffic and communication, and regions must be looked at
in terms of their true spatial expanse. Community-building requires information and support from other regions.
In recent years, the birthrate has continued to increase and the population is aging, making it difficult for the local
community to survive. Thus, in protecting and developing the region, it is necessary to reconsider the local culture
and focus on disaster prevention. In learning about disaster prevention, both students and citizens can sympathize
and learn through the wisdom of their predecessors from stories, literary works, and paintings. At the same time, they
can think about what to do and what actions they can perform in the future. Learning to imagine a future society is
necessary, and we must have a sense of past disasters and utilize this in the future. The challenge is to create lesson

plans on a practical level.
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Education for Disaster Preparedness Based on Lessons
Learned from the Okawa Elementary School Incident

TOKUMIZU Hiroshi

Key words: the Okawa Elementary School Incident, meaning of great tsunami warning of 10m, tsunamis varying
depending on the geomorphological features, power of image, education for tsunami disaster preparedness

Abstract

Seventy-four children and ten teachers from Okawa Elementary School in Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, died
or went missing when a tsunami struck the area on March 11, 2011. This is called the Okawa ES Incident. Its cause
was that the evacuation manual did not specify a place of refuge. The greatest puzzle is why the victims started their
evacuation toward the bridge-end road over which a tsunami could surge, and not to the mountain in the back of the
school. The author guesses the teachers might never have conceived that a tsunami would pass over the Kitakami
River and that this misconception had led them to a wrong decision. In a word, at that time the teachers, including
the author, did not have sufficient knowledge of tsunamis. The designated 10-meter height for a Major Tsunami
Warning by the Japan Meteorological Agency is ‘the average height,” but in fact a tsunami’s real height varies
between half and twice that figure. A tsunami multiplies its height depending on the morphological features of the
coast and the land. Armed with the latest knowledge, it would be easier to envisage how a tsunami would strike the
area where we live, and to take a prompt action to evacuate from it. The competence to protect ourselves from a
tsunami is, (1) to possess the latest knowledge about tsunamis =(2) to be able to collect information = (3) to envisage
a disaster =(4) to be able to make a prompt decision in the event of an unexpected happening. This paper describes

an outline of the educational program for tsunami disaster preparedness in which these abilities can be obtained.
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